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Free Wi-fi
Free wi-fi is available throughout the conference 
venue. Just search for TASA2015. There is no 
password.

TASA’s Inaugural App

We welcome and encourage you to use TASA’s 
first conference App, which is available via 
http://bit.ly/tasa15. Some of the App features 
are listed on page 37.  Enjoy!

Twitter
Remember to place the #TASA2015 hashtag 
in your tweets so that they will become part 
of the conference backchannel. You can 
follow TASA on Twitter via https://twitter.
com/AustSoc.

http://conference.tasa.org.au
http://bit.ly/tasa15
https://twitter.com/AustSoc
https://twitter.com/AustSoc


Monday 23 November

9am-3pm TASA Executive Committee Meeting Shangri-La 
Marlin Room 3

9am-4.45pm Postgraduate Day Shangri-La 
Lagoon Room

4pm-8pm Registration & Information Desk Shangri-La 
Trinity Room

5pm-5.30pm Welcome to Country and Official  
Conference Opening 

Shangri-La 
Ballroom

5.30pm-6.30pm Keynote Address: 
‘Putting the social back into social sciences!’ 
Professor Eva Cox

Shangri-La 
Ballroom

6.30pm-8pm Welcome Reception Shangri-La  
Trinity Room

Tuesday 24 November

7am-8.45am Women’s Breakfast: 
Guest speaker: Rachael Ham

Al Porto Café 

8am-5pm Registration & Information Desk Trinity Room

9am-10am TASA President’s Address: 
Associate Professor Katie Hughes

Ballroom

10am-10.30am Morning Tea & Presentation of the Sociologists 
Outside Academe and Accessibility 
Scholarships

Trinity Room

10.30am-12pm John Western Plenary Panel: 
Asian Migration in a Neoliberal Era: Flows, 
Actors and Controls’

Ballroom

12pm-1pm Lunch Trinity Room
12.15pm-1pm Thematic Group Convenors’ meeting:

Chair: Dr Karen Soldatic
Marlin Room 3

1pm-3pm Concurrent Session 1 Breakout rooms 
3pm-3.30pm Afternoon tea and Book Launches Breakout tooms
3.30pm-5pm Concurrent Session 2 Breakout rooms

5-5.30pm Migration, Ethnicity & Multiculturalism Thematic 
Group meeting

Ballroom 1
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5.30pm-7pm TASA Annual General Meeting Marlin Room 1

7pm Postgraduate Drinks Salt House 

7pm Sociology & Activism Thematic Group Drinks Poolside

7pm Queer Drinks Green Ant Cantina & 
Bar 183 Bunda St, Cairns

Wednesday, 25 November

8am-5pm Registration & Information Desk Trinity Room

9am-10am Keynote Address:  
‘Neoliberalism and the Resurgence of 
Populism’
Professor Vedi Hadiz

Ballroom

10am-10.30am Morning Tea Trinity Room
10.30am-12pm Plenary Panel: 

‘Risk Society in Contemporary Asia-Pacific’
Ballroom

12pm-1.00pm Lunch Trinity Room
12pm-1pm Postgraduate Publishing Workshop:

Professor Emerita Raewyn Connell
Marlin Room 1

12.15pm-1pm Professoriate & Heads of Department Meeting Marlin Room 3
1pm-3pm Concurrent Session 3 Breakout rooms
3pm-3.30pm Afternoon Tea Trinity Room
3.30pm-5pm Concurrent Session 4 Breakout rooms 
5pm-5.30pm Thematic Group Meetings Breakout rooms 

5.30pm-6pm Thematic Group Meetings Breakout rooms
7pm-11pm Conference Dinner North Bar and  

Restaurant, Shangri-La

Thursday 26 November

8am-5pm Registration Trinity Room

9am-10am Keynote Address: 
‘Body/Identity/Evidence: Technoscience and 
the Data Base Society’
Associate Professor Itty Abraham

Ballroom

10am-10.30am Morning Tea Trinity Room

10.30am-12pm Plenary Panel:  
‘Neoliberalising Natural Resources in the 
Asia-Pacific’

Ballroom
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12pm-1pm Lunch Trinity Room

1pm-3pm Concurrent Session 5 Breakout  rooms

3pm-3.30pm Afternoon Tea Trinity Room

3.30pm-5pm Roundtable Discussions
1. Creativity and Regional Innovation: Culture, 
Economy and Place  
Chair: Dr Eduardo De La Fuente
2. A New Dimension of the Sociology of 
Knowledge
Chair: E/Prof Raewyn Connell
3. Myths and Dominant Narratives of 
Neoliberalism
Chair: Prof Lisa Adkins

1.  Marlin Room 1

2. Lagoon Room

3. Marlin Room 3

Friday 27 November

8.30am-3.30pm Great Barrier Reef trip Reef Fleet Terminal

8.30am-3.30pm Yarrabah Aboriginal Community trip Shangri-La Lobby
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The Australian Sociological Association 
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 24 November 2015 
5:30 – 7:00pm 
Marlin Room 1 
Shangri La, Cairns, Queensland

1. Welcome

2. Apologies: 

3. President’s Overview

4. Business arising 
 —Acceptance of 2014 minutes

5. Presentation of Financial Statements

6. Questions on matters in the Annual Report

7. Motion 1: Move for the creation of an Applied Sociology Portfolio within TASA

8. Other Business

The Annual Report can be accessed here.

http://conference.tasa.org.au
https://www.tasa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/TASA_Annual-Report_2015_amended4.pdf


Welcome from the TASA President
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On behalf of TASA, I am delighted to warmly welcome you all to the 2015 conference. 

The theme for the conference is Neoliberalism and Contemporary Challenges for the Asia-
Pacific, which addresses many of the social issues facing not only Australia, but also our 
neighbours in the region. We are fortunate, therefore, to have partnered with the College of 
Arts, Society and Education at James Cook University and The Cairns Institute to be able to 
explore these critical issues with colleagues in a place where Australia meets the Asia Pacific 
– in terms of climate, if not national boundaries. Perhaps one of the most beautiful places 
in Australia, Cairns is closer to Papua New Guinea, Timor Leste and Indonesia than it is to 
Sydney, Melbourne or Canberra, and as such is an ideal venue to explore the latest sociological 
theory about this crucial conference theme. 

We are extremely fortunate to welcome Itty Abraham, Eva Cox and Vedi Hadiz as our 
Keynote Speakers who will address technoscience and the database society, the state of the 
social sciences and the resurgence of populism. In the plenary panels leading sociologists 
offer dynamic engagement with the conference themes. The conference caters for our diverse 
and large membership so be sure to attend the special events designed for you – the thematic 
group sessions and meetings, the postgraduate day or professoriate meeting. You may want 
to get on to Twitter and tweet at #TASA2015. TASA now has well over a thousand Twitter 
followers, so please publicise our work!

I would like to take this opportunity to offer TASA’s grateful thanks to the conference co-
convenors Theresa Petray and Anne Stephens for their vision and bravery in bringing the 
conference together for us. Thanks also to the local organizing committee who have worked 
tirelessly for so long: Stewart Lockie, Roger Wilkinson, Catherine Wong, Nick Osbaldiston,  
and Naama Blatman-Thomas. Finally, thank you to the leaders of all our thematic groups 
and to Conference Solutions in laying down the organization to make the conference work 
smoothly. 

So, a warm welcome to you all to the 2015 TASA conference and I hope you find it a warm, 
engaging, stimulating and enjoyable experience.

Katie Hughes

President, TASA

Link to conference Proceedings

Refereed articles from postgraduates from 
the conference proceedings are available for 
download at this link.

http://conference.tasa.org.au
https://www.tasa.org.au/tasa-conference/2015-conference/
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PRESIDENT:  Katie Hughes

IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT:  Jo Lindsay

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Dan Woodman

SECRETARY:  Joshua Roose

TREASURER:  Kristin Natalier

JOS EDITOR IN CHIEF:  
Alphia Possamai-Inesedy

HSR EDITOR IN CHIEF:  
Joanne Bryant

HSR EDITOR IN CHIEF:  
Christy Newman

NEXUS EDITOR:  Christopher Baker

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
PORTFOLIO LEADER:  Luke Gahan

MULTIMEDIA PORTFOLIO 
LEADER:  Brady Robards

THEMATIC GROUP PORTFOLIO 
LEADER:  Karen Soldatic

POSTGRADUATE PORTFOLIO 
LEADER:  Christina Malatzky

http://conference.tasa.org.au


What does it mean to be an older person?
Peta S. Cook
Faculty of Arts, School of Social Sciences, University of Tasmania, Faculty of Arts, School of 
Social Sciences.

As of 30 June 2012, fourteen percent of the Australian population 
was over the age of 65 (3.2 million people) (AIHW 2013). Yet despite 
the ageing population, older age continues to be negatively 
framed,  associated with loss such as social isolation and withdrawal 
(including unproductivity) and a body in decline with malfunctioning 
or deficit physical, mental and emotional resources (Gullette 2004; 
Hunt 2005). This negativity towards ageing may contribute to, or 
could be at odds with, how older people perceive and experience 
their own ageing process. This project seeks to understand ageing 
from the perspective of people who are aged 65 years and over 
through the methods of photo elicitation and in-depth interviews. 
This small exhibition provides initial insight into the findings of this 
project.

Culture on display, identity on the move: Ethnographic 
explorations with resettled Karen 
Rebekah Burgess
Faculty of Arts, School of Social Sciences, University of Tasmania, Faculty of Arts, School of 
Social Sciences.

For my ethnographic work with the Hobart Karen I created visual 
maps on which to locate refugee resettlement experiences and 
narrations of identity. As I explored these experiences with little 
shared language, visual recording and display became important. 
The coloured charts I developed, combined with story fragments 
and other visual modes (observation, photographs and objects) 
are thus able to ‘speak’ of lived experiences. This close focal-
length can offer a more detailed picture of ‘settlement success’ 
than those more narrow views presented in Australia’s neoliberal 
policy landscape.
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Visual Sociology
The Visual Sociology display will be housed in the Trinity Room. 
Please visit the display during one of the breaks.
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Visual Sociology

The emotion of trauma
Alisa Hasamoh  and Stewart Lockie 
The Cairns Institute and College of Arts, Society & Education, James Cook University, Cairns

These images were generated through a PhD research project, 
“Trauma and Gender in Natural Disaster and Conflict Contexts: 
A Comparative Study of Aceh, Indonesia and the Deep South of 
Thailand”.  It examines, sociologically, how people experience and 
respond to the emotional and mental health impacts of natural 
disasters and violent conflict. In doing so, it treats psychological 
trauma as both a personal and a collective, a material and a symbolic, 
phenomenon. It assumes that disaster and conflict events, along 
with gender, ethnicity, age, institutional responses, and so on, all 
play a role in the construction of trauma. 

The empirical settings for this research are Aceh, Indonesia, which 
was impacted by a major tsunami on 26 December 2004 and which 
experienced almost thirty years of conflict from 4 December 1976 
to 15 August 2006 and the Deep South of Thailand, which was 
impacted by storm surge and which experienced almost ten years 
of conflict from 4 January 2004 until now. 

Informed by actor-network theory, this thesis conceptualizes trauma 
as the product of networks enacted and mobilized by persons both 
directly and indirectly affected by disasters and conflict in Aceh 
and the Deep South of Thailand. Visual sociology is used as one 
of several research methods to explore the emotional experience 
of trauma and, more specifically, to involve participants who find 
it difficult to articulate their experiences and/or to connect across 
languages.
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Eva Cox: Monday 5.30-6.30pm: Shangri-La, Trinity Room

Putting the Social back into Social Sciences!
Professor Eva Cox is an Australian public intellectual with a 
background in sociology, feminism and Indigenous rights. Cox is 
a high-impact sociologist who does work on policy and with the 
community sector. Her work on democracy and equality in Australia 
is focused on practical outcomes for making the country better 
for its citizens. She directly challenges policies and practices that 
enable the spread of neoliberalism at the expense of the social. Cox 
will highlight the importance of sociology to a broader audience.  
Recently, Eva was a part of a panel discussing where our society 
will be in 5 years time. 

Abstract: Sociology was once the serious contender for disciplining politics and 
policies. The post WW2 welfare state, followed by the social movements of the 
60s and 70s were concerned about social cohesion and change resilience, so 
showed strong interest in using the truly social sciences to explore the possibil-
ities for creating better societies. This political climate was shifted by the neo-
liberal push of the last three decades plus, which individuated and materialised 
political and policy influences to respond to more global capitalism. By turning 
citizens into macho self interested Hobbesian consumers, the promoters of the 
neoclassical economics paradigm shift abandoned any serious interest in good 
social policy and focused entirely on increasing GDP! 

How can we revive the importance of good evidence based social policies, 
now that very, very flawed anti-social science is  losing its grip? Populist politics 
rising show hunger for something to believe in. From both a longterm feminist 
perspective and learning about connected communalities in our first nations, 
I will explore options for reviving broader sociological importance of making 
societies more civil by reviving and researching ways of creating cosmopoli-
tan  social connectedness. 

Keynote Speakers
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Vedi Hadiz: Wednesday 9-10am, Shangri-La, Ballroom

Neoliberalism and the Resurgence of Populism

Professor Vedi Hadiz is Professor of Asian Societies and Politics 
at Murdoch University and Director of its Indonesia Research 
Programme. An Indonesian national, he has been an Australian 
Research Council Future Fellow in 2010-2014.  Professor Hadiz  
received his PhD at Murdoch University in 1996 where he was 
Research Fellow until he went to the National University of Singapore 
in 2000. At NUS, he was an Associate Professor in the Department 
of Sociology until returning to Murdoch in 2010.  He has recently 
completed a book manuscript on the New Islamic Populism in 
Indonesia and the Middle East (forthcoming, Cambridge University 
Press). Vedi Hadiz’s full conference abstract can be viewed here.

Abstract: The resurgence of populism, albeit in a variety of manifestations, is 
by now a global phenomenon. In brief, this resurgence can be explained as a 
response to the contradictions of neoliberal globalisation, the manifestations of 
which are quite diverse across societies.  Nevertheless, these contradictions 
are typically experienced as a) a growing sense of distrust amongst significant 
sections of the population with established political and social institutions; b) 
a perception of growing social injustice due to ever increasing disparities in 
wealth and power; and c) deepening disappointment with the past promises of 
the project of political liberalism, especially in the West, or with those of modern-
isation, especially in later developing societies. Significantly, populism is almost 
always expressed in dichotomies involving the ‘virtuous masses’ and ‘rapacious 
elites’, however these are to be defined. At the same time, its opponents fre-
quently identify populism with economic irrationality –understood as opposition 
to neoliberal economic policies – and political demagoguery due to the threat 
posed to established institutions of governance …

The foregoing raises several important questions about populism as a re-
sponse to neoliberal global ascendancy. These include a) what are the drivers 
and social bases of populist responses to neoliberal globalisation?; b) does 
populism necessarily constitute a threat to ‘rational’ economic policy-making, 
as many of its critics suggest?; c) do populist mobilisations threaten or supple-
ment the workings of the institutions of democratic governance?; d) what are 
the prospects for progressive populisms that advance agendas of redistribution 
of wealth and power?

Keynote Speakers
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Itty Abraham: Thursday 9.00-10am, Shangri-La Ballroom

Body/Identity/Evidence: Technoscience and the Database Society

Associate Professor Itty Abraham is Head of the Department of 
Southeast Asian Studies at the National University of Singapore 
(NUS). He moved to NUS from the University of Texas at Austin, 
where he directed the South Asia Institute. Before that he served 
as program director for Southeast Asia, South Asia, and Global 
Security and Cooperation at the Social Science Research Council 
(SSRC), New York. He is the author, most recently, of How India 
Became Territorial: Foreign Policy, Diaspora, Geopolitics, published 
by Stanford University Press in 2014; the editor of volumes on 
borderlands, political violence, and nuclear power; and numerous 
scholarly articles and book chapters. He was a Fulbright-Nehru 
senior fellow in 2011 and has received grants from the US National 
Science Foundation, and the Ford, Rockefeller, and, MacArthur 
foundations, among others. His research interests include science 
and technology studies, postcolonial theory, and international 
relations. Itty Abraham’s conference abstract can be viewed here.

Abstract: The body has long been the most reliable proof of identity in the 
modern era. In the colonial period, tattoos and other body incisions were used 
to identify criminals and repeat offenders. In the present day, less invasive 
and more humane forms of corporeal identification, namely, fingerprints, 
DNA testing, and iris scans have taken their place. However, what is not 
often appreciated is that questions of identity and the use of the body to 
extract judicial evidence have also long gone hand in hand. The application 
of technoscience on an increasingly fragmented body now serves both as the 
ultimate proof of identity and as a critical means of establishing truth claims in 
the judicial sphere. From the standpoint of security managers, however, these 
techniques are only as good as the database that they draw on. The ideal 
society, from this standpoint, is one where every body is uniquely represented 
in a national database. This ‘database society’ can be imagined as a biopolitical 
apparatus that joins discrete body parts to ever-shifting conceptions of rights 
and political protections. This presentation will offer a postcolonial genealogy 
of the judicial framing of the body through technoscience in order to explore 
its political and epistemological implications.

Keynote Speakers
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Plenary Panels

John Western Memorial Plenary—Asian Migration in a 
Neoliberal Era: Flows, Actors and Controls
Tuesday 10.30am-12.00pm: Ballroom

Chair: Dr Nick Osbaldiston

Plenary Speakers: Professor Stephen Castles (University of Sydney), Professor Maggy 
Lee (The University of Hong Kong) and Dr Shanthi Robertson (University of Western 
Sydney).
Abstract: A major shift brought about by the neoliberal globalisation of modes of governance 
and economic activity is a reshaping of migration networks and flows, which have diversified 
considerably across the Asia-Pacific region. New forms of labour differentiation linked to 
human capital, gender, race, nationality and legal status are issues that deserve unpacking 
sociologically in order to understand the transformation of migration patterns from, to 
and within Asia. Yet skilled and unskilled labour mobility also intersects with emerging 
international markets for marriage migration, and education, investment and retirement 
mobilities. Many Asia-Pacific nations are caught in the tension between the need for migrants 
to fulfill various roles in dynamic and accelerated economies and ongoing populist anxieties 
around the cultural changes wrought by migrant settlement.  Furthermore, neoliberal 
policies within Asia have also transformed how actors deal with migrants within regulatory 
hierarchies of ‘desirable’ and ‘undesirable’ mobilities. We have seen the development in recent 
times of novel assemblages of state, non-state and trans-state actors in migration control 
through the securitisation of international assistance, paternalistic protection and discipline 
of female migrants, and the meshing of migration management and development aid. Various 
formal and informal modes of commercial brokerage also operate within these assemblages 
to facilitate mobility, settlement and transnationalism. This plenary aims to unpack these 
issues through case-studies within the Asia-Pacific, and to explore possible future directions.

The Australian Sociological Association
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技术发展和风险社会 Risk Society in Contemporary  
Asia-Pacific
Wednesday 10.30am-12.00pm: Ballroom

Chair: Dr Catherine Wong

Plenary Speakers: Dr Qi Qiao 乔琦, Associate Professor Leo Guangyang Qiao 乔光辉, 
and Dr Linus S. digim’Rina
Abstract: Neo-liberal economic development in the Asia Pacific region has taken the form 
of intense and rapid industrialisation. This has led to changes in the landscape of risk in the 
region. The last few decades have seen significant shifts: Asian countries have moved from 
being commodity exporters to commodity importers, driving resource extraction within 
the region; more advanced industrialisation in high technology, more complex systems and 
advanced manufacturing has also began to emerge in major countries like China and India; 
cross-boundary conflicts over water and energy security have intensified and increasingly 
intersect; and the rise of the middle class in major countries like China have bolstered tourism 
within the region, creating new opportunities but also new risks. This plenary session seeks 
to map out the risk implications of these developments. It seeks papers that address a range of 
issues around risk assessment and risk perception, to risk governance, deliberative democracy 
and the sociology of risk. The goal of this plenary is to create a sketch of the evolving landscape 
of risk in the Asia Pacific Region from multi-disciplinary perspectives that will both advance 
the conceptualisation of risk and better inform decision makers in relevant sectors (e.g. 
government, industry and civil society).

Neoliberalising Natural Resources in the Asia-Pacific
10.30am-12.00pm: Ballroom

Chair: Prof Stewart Lockie

Plenary Speakers: Professor Betty Lovai (University of Papua New Guinea), Kate 
Galloway (James Cook University), and Janine Gertz (James Cook University)
The global land grabbing phenomenon has focused considerable attention on the appropriation 
of resources by multinational firms and state-controlled enterprises. However, customary 
rights of access to land and other natural resources face a broader range of threats associated 
with peculiarly neoliberal conceptions of property. Collective forms of tenure are under threat 
of privatisation to facilitate investment. Post-colonial land reform projects are in stasis or 
reversal. Kyoto Protocol instruments re-conceive forests as little more than tradable stocks of 
carbon. This session will assess pressures to neoliberalise natural resources in the Asia-Pacific 
and ask how customary tenures may both be protected and serve as the basis for sustainable, 
equitable livelihoods.

Plenary Panels
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Roundtable discussions
Thursday 3.30-5.00pm
1   Creativity and Regional Innovation: Culture, Economy and Place
Marlin Room 1

Chair: Dr Eduardo de la Fuente

One of the interesting paradoxes regarding globalization, and growing levels of 
cultural and economic interconnectedness, is that place seems to matter more and 
more. Concepts like regionalism, regional identities and regional development have 
gained traction in sociology, geography, economics, marketing, tourism, urban and 
cultural planning. These days everything from the making, selling and marketing of 
agrifoods to the ability to mobilize human, and other types of, capital seems to hang 
on the importance of regionality and the dynamics place. Regions have come to be 
appreciated for their character and traditions, as well as for their capacity for innovation 
and renewal. In keeping with these themes, this plenary will address questions such as: 
to what extent is regional social, cultural, ecological and economic futures predicated 
on embracing the challenges of creativity and innovation? Is it enough to pursue so-
called ‘iconic’ projects and build new stadiums, new ports or airports, new museums 
that photograph well, or for governments to pour money into regional universities? 
Is regional innovation by definition place-specific and, if so, how are governments, 
corporations, civic organizations and communities meant to design and implement 
place-specific models of renewal? And, what is the difference between projects that 
provide a short-term dose of glamour and/or increased sense of dynamism and those 
that are sustainable and likely to contribute to a richer experience of place and the 
long-term wellbeing of the community?

Presenters: Professor Terry Flew, Professor Susan Luckman, Professor Adrian Franklin, Mr Warwick 
Powell, and Dr Eduardo de la Fuente

2   The Global Dimension of the Sociology of Knowledge
Lagoon Room

Chair: Prof. Emerita Raewyn Connell

Recent decades have produced new approaches to questions about knowledge, 
concerned with the global politics of knowledge, the shifting mechanisms of 
knowledge production, and the capacity of existing sociological theory to comprehend 
these developments. This session will open with comments from speakers who have 
been involved in developing postcolonial or Southern perspectives in specific fields: 
disability studies, criminology, and gender studies.  They will consider questions about 
the strategies of knowledge workers in the face of global centrality/marginality, the 
significance of global neoliberalism in universities and research domains, and how the 
global economy of knowledge can become more democratic. A collective discussion, 
inviting contributions from audience as well as speakers, will develop about these 
themes and about future paths for the social sciences in Australia.

Presenters: Professor Kerry Carrington, Associate Professor Helen Meekosha, Professor Emerita 
Raewyn Connell

http://conference.tasa.org.au


The Australian Sociological Association
Annual Conference, Cairns November 2015 Return to Table of Contents Page 16

http://conference.tasa.org.au

3   Myths, Narratives and Controversies of Neoliberalism
Marlin Room 3

Chair: Professor Lisa Adkins

In this session we will explore myths, narratives and controversy regarding 
neoliberalism in economic sociology. Tom Barnes will ask about the historical roots of 
the precariat and how ‘new’ the phenomenon really is. Elizabeth Humphrys will suggest 
we destabilise the dominant narrative that the labour movement was simply the victim 
of neoliberalism, and ask about its active role in creating it. Ben Spies-Butcher will 
tell us he’s learned to stop worrying and love neoliberalism, and raise whether we 
have already won. And Dina Bowman will urge us to move beyond critique, to talk 
about what we need to do from here. Lisa Adkins, survivor of the Thatcher era , will 
facilitate — encouraging discussion from the floor. Join us for a lively session to end 
the conference!

Presenters: Tom Barnes, Elizabeth Humphrys, Ben Spies-Butcher, Dina Bowman, Lisa Adkins

Roundtable discussions
Thursday 3.30-5.00pm

Notification of Research Taking Place at TASA 2015
TASA members Andrew Glover and Yolande Strengers will be conducting ethnographic 
work during this week’s conference as part of their research on academic conferencing 
and air travel practices. They will be undertaking the following forms of data collection:

 – Participant observation of conference attendees, including practices of networking, 
gathering & presenting information, collaboration, and promotion.

 – Short informal discussions with conference attendees about these practices.
 – Their own reflections on the experience of travelling to, and immersing oneself in, the 
conference setting.

They also intend to capture photos and video of conference delegates inhabiting and 
interacting in conference spaces. This media will be used primarily for workshop and 
presentation purposes in their attempt to understand the role of the conference in 
contemporary academia. **Please note that the researchers respect any person’s right 
not to be photographed or videoed for these purposes**. If you have any such concerns, 
or would like to discuss the research in further detail, feel free to approach Andrew or 
Yolande directly during TASA, or via email or Twitter:

Andrew Glover  andrew.glover2@rmit.edu.au   @theandrewglover
Yolande Strengers yolande.strengers@rmit.edu.au  @yolandestreng

http://conference.tasa.org.au
https://twitter.com/theandrewglover
https://twitter.com/YolandeStreng


Postgraduate Day

9am Welcome and Introduction to the Day Christina Malatzky and the 
postgraduate sub-committee

9:10am ‘The Well Written Thesis’
Foundational skills for all graduate students

Chair: Christina Malatzky
Presenter: Dr Liz Tynan: JCU’s 
own thesis whisperer

10am On good habits to develop for referencing 
and resource management 

Chair: Laura Gobey
Presenter: Ms Eileen Clark

10:30am Morning tea

10:45am Negotiating the academic interview Chair: Monika Dryburgh 
Presenters:  
Professor Stewart Lockie and  
Dr Rebecca Olson

11:30am Academic publication and writing for a 
wider audience 

Chair: Laura Gobey 
Presenter: Dr Anna Halafoff

12:30pm Lunch

1:15pm Becoming an academic today: the 
experiences of contemporary early career 
academics 

Chair: Monika Dryburgh
Presenters: Dr Theresa Petray 
and Dr Nick Osbaldiston

2:15pm Teaching in the social sciences: advice 
from exceptional tertiary educators 

Chair: Ashlin Lee
Presenter: Dr Kirsten McLean

3:15pm Afternoon tea with TASA Executive.  
Presentation of the scholarship certificates

3:30pm Diverse career pathways: 
Academia is not your only option

Pitches from government &  not-for-profit 
organisations

Chair: Ashlin Lee
Presenters:
Dr Sue Malta (not-for-profit)
Kim Stace (not-for-profit)
Dr Frances Healy (government)

4:45pm 
Close and Thanks Christina and the postgraduate 

sub-committee
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Social Events

Conference Welcome Reception
Date: Monday 23rd November 2015
Time: 6.30-8pm
Venue: The Trinity Room, Shangri-La Mezzanine Level
Cost: included in the registration, additional tickets $40

Women’s Breakfast
Date: Tuesday 24th November 2015
Time: 7.00-8.45am
Venue: Al Porto Café, 1 Spence Street Cairns
Cost: $35
Al Porto Café is in walking distance from all delegate accommodation 
hotels.

Conference dinner
The conference dinner will be held in the beautiful North Bar and 
Restaurant, overlooking the Marlin Marina.
Please come along and meet colleagues and new acquaintances; 
congratulate our prize winners for the year; enjoy dinner and enjoy 
the dancing!
Date: Wednesday 25th November 2015
Time: 7pm-11pm
Venue: North Bar and Restaurant, Shangri-La Hotel, Pierpoint Road, 
Cairns
Cost: $75. Cash bar available

The Australian Sociological Association
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Thematic group meeting schedule

Book launches
Tuesday 3-3.30pm 
Afternoon tea will be served at the Book launches
Lagoon Towards a Sociology of Cancer Caregiving: Time to Feel

By Dr Rebecca E. Olson, with Preface by A/Prof 
Annemarie Jutel
Launched by Prof Alex Broom

Marlin 1 Re-enchanting Nationalisms: Rituals and Remembrances in 
a Postmodern Age

By Brad West
Launched by A/Prof Steve Matthewman

Marlin 2 Family Mobility: Reconciling Career Opportunities and 
Educational Strategy

By A/Prof Catherine Doherty, Wendy Patton, and Paul Shield
Launched by Prof Parlo Singh

Critical Realism for Marxist Sociology of Education

By Grant Banfield
Launched by Prof Parlo Singh

Marlin 3 Why Current Affairs Needs Social Theory

By Prof Rob Stones
Launched by Dr Craig Browne

Wednesday 5.00-5.30pm Wednesday 5.30-6.00pm
Ballroom 2 Cultural Sociology Teaching Sociology

Fleet 1 Environment & Society

Fleet 2 Sociology of Emotions & Affect Sociology of Economic Life

Marlin 1 Risk Societies Health

Marlin 2 Sociology & Activism

Marlin 3 Youth Social Stratification

Marina 1 Rural Issues Urban Sociology

Marina 2 Social Theory Families, Relationships & Gender

Marina 3 Sociology of Religion Critical Disability Studies
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Woolworths Supermarket
This supermarket caters well 
for tourists 

Address: 103 Abbott St, Cairns

Phone: 4058 5356
Hours Mon-Sat: 8:00 am-9:00 pm 
Sunday 9.00am-9.00pm

Cairns 24 Hour Medical & Chemist 
(Chemist 7am-11pm only)
156 Grafton Street, Cairns
4052 1119

Cairns Base Hospital
165 The Esplanade, Cairns
4226 0000

Cairns Central Shopping 
Centre

Green Ant Cantina
183 Bunda St
4041 5061

Most of the conference program will take place 
within the Shangri-La. The Women’s Breakfast will 
be held nearby at Al Porto Cafe. 

When you are not at the conference, we recom-
mend visiting the Esplanade, a swim in the free 
Lagoon, or a visit to one of the local galleries or 
markets.

For meals outside the conference, you can find an 
array of restaurants along the beautiful Esplanade. 
Or venture inland a few streets for less expensive 
options between the Esplanade and Cairns Central 
Shopping Centre. 

The best coffee can be found at Caffiend, 5/78 
Grafton Street, or Blackbird Espresso, 62 Grafton 
Street.

YHA Cairns Central

20-26 McLeod St 
4051 0772
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Getting around town

Conference venue
Shangri-La

Reef  Fleet Terminal

Salt House

Al Porto Cafe

Swimming 
Lagoon 
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General information

Conference Managers:  
Conference Solutions (Con-Sol)
Greg or Jo Contact number:  0417 656 329 

Registration Desk
The registration desk is located in The Trinity Room, 
Mezzanine level. This will also be where morning teas, 
lunches and afternoon teas are served.

Sally Daly, TASA Executive Officer, will be available 
next to the registration desk throughout the conference. 
Please feel free to introduce yourself to Sally and ask her 
all of your TASA related questions.

Accessibility
Wheelchair access is available for all rooms.  Accessible 
toilets are available on the first and second floors. 
For assistance moving between levels, find a friendly 
volunteer or hotel staff.

App
We welcome and encourage you to use TASA’s first 
conference App, which is available here. You can access 
an overview of the conference program, the keynote 
speakers’ details, the concurrent sessions and associated 
abstracts / papers, event floor plans and details of the 
Cairns weather. All delegates can create a profile within 
the App that will be visible via the delegate directory. 
You can also follow the #TASA2015 tweets! All that and 
more is available via http://bit.ly/tasa15. At the end of 
the conference we will email you with directions on how 
to complete a conference evaluation questionnaire via 
the App.

Wi-fi
Free wi-fi is available throughout the conference venue. 
Just search for TASA2015. There is no password.

Luggage Storage
If you have luggage that needs to be stored during the 
day, please approach the hotel reception desk and this 
can be organized. 

Messages
A message board will be available for delegates to leave 
messages for fellow attendees next to the Registration 
Desk.

From/To airport
Shangri-La Hotel, The Marina, Cairns, is located in the 
heart of Cairns, overlooking the Marlin Marina. The city 
is easily navigable on foot and bicycle, although taxi and 
bus are also practical ways of getting around. The cost of 
a taxi from the airport to Cairns CBD is about $25 and 
takes about 10-15 minutes.

Taxis
Taxis are available 24 hours on every day of the week. 
Call 131 008.

Buses 
Sun Palm Transport Group operate the accredited airport 
shuttle bus services to hotels, city centre, Northern 
Beaches including Palm Cove and Port Douglas. See link

Suburban buses depart from the Bus Station in Lake 
Street, near the corner of Aplin Street. Go to this link 
for their list of destinations and timetable.

Car Hire
Vehicles can be hired from A$60 per day. Drivers must 
hold a valid drivers license and be over 25 years of age.

TASA Membership
TASA is a vibrant and dynamic association and membership provides many 
practical benefits. If you are not currently a member, we encourage you to 
help us support sociology by joining here
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Guide to tweeting at TASA
What is Twitter? [For new users] Twitter is a ‘microblogging’ platform that allows users 
to send and receive 140 character ‘tweets’. Users can respond to tweets from others, follow 
public discussion threads, tag their tweets with ‘hashtags’ so they appear in a specific channel 
(more on this below), ‘favourite’ tweets (sometimes used in the same way the ‘like’ function 
is used on Facebook, or as a way to flag something interesting to be recalled later), and even 
‘retweet’ tweets, where you share a tweet from someone else to your own followers. You can 
create a Twitter account at twitter.com. Twitter can be accessed through the web interface or 
through smartphone/tablet apps. Here is a quick dissection of a tweet:

When you first set up a Twitter account it is a good idea to quickly start following other 
tweeters who interest you and to follow hashtags on topics of interest. Once other 
tweeters see that you have followed them, they may well reciprocate. Responding to 
other people’s tweets with comments or retweets will also get you noticed and let people 
know that you are on Twitter. When deciding who to follow, try looking through the 
lists of other people’s followers and those they follow to see if any interesting individuals, 
groups or organisations come up. You can start with the official TASA Twitter account:  
@AustSoc. Try using hashtags like #digitalsociology to see who is tweeting on these topics. 
There are a growing number of sociologists, sociology journals, departments and associations 
like the BSA and the ASA on Twitter to follow. You can search for people, organisations, and 
hashtags on twitter.com.

Why should you tweet at TASA? Many of the things we discuss at TASA are of interest to a 
wider public, and one of our challenges is contributing to public discourse in an accessible 
way. There are also many people who would like to come to TASA, but for various reasons 
cannot. The #TASA2015 ‘backchannel’, a channel of tweets that runs behind the papers and 
discussions that take place in-person, allows people not at TASA to get a sense of what we 
are talking about and even contribute as ‘co-present’ participants. Just place the #TASA2015 
hashtag in your tweets and it will become part of the conference backchannel. Participating 
in the conference backchannel can also lead people to your other work. At some conferences, 
the Twitter backchannel can become very active, and ‘session tweeters’ are assigned alongside 
session chairs to contribute to that backchannel and to bring the backchannel into the in-
person discussions. We aren’t there yet, but we would like to build a culture of tweeting at 
TASA.

Isn’t tweeting during a paper rude? How can I tweet while I’m focussing on the paper? This 
takes time to get comfortable with. Some people tweet the kind of things they’d be writing 
down anyway – key quotes, paraphrasing important ideas, or a critical question that comes 
to mind. Sometimes the backchannel continues on between sessions, and even after the 
conference ends, as discussions carry on and lead into further dialogue.
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About the artist

Bernard Lee Singleton was born in Cairns and raised in Coen, a 
small aboriginal community in Cape York Peninsula of Far Northern 
Queensland. Bernard’s mother is a Djabuguy woman born in Mona 
Mona mission and his father is of Umpila (East Coast Cape York) and 
of Yirrkandji man from Yarrabah mission.

Bernard has been painting and drawing since childhood and his 
style evolved from his exposure to sacred sites and artefacts from 
a young age. He recalls always being with his father, an Archaeo-
logical Relics Ranger, and mother, a very knowledgeable rainforest 
woman, to many Aboriginal sites and story places. It is from these 
experiences that inspire his choice of vibrant earth colours in his art-
work. Each piece of art reflects a story or legend, an interpretation 
of daily life or hunting, gathering or a traditional practice most of 
which are generations old.

Artwork is just a small part of Bernard’s cultural practices; he also 
specialises in recreating traditional artefacts and tools and Warrma 
(traditional dancing). Growing up in Coen meant he had to learn 
tribal lore, hunting and fishing skills and corroboree. Bernard was 
taught by many elders in Coen including his Grandparents and 
Mother in Oak Forest, Kuranda.

An emerging artist and part time cultural performer Bernard con-
tinues his work through numerous Art or Cultural projects in the 
Cairns area and travels throughout Australia and overseas as an am-
bassador for his country and to represent his people.

Artist: Bernard Lee Singleton

Medium: Flat acrylic on 
canvas

Title: “ Darrwuy wabar-
ra-a-galvin “ the birds are 
gone hunting.

The 6 original pieces to-
gether form a painting titled 
“Darrwuy wabarra-a-galvin” 
which means the birds are 
hunting. All these birds are 
found in the Wet Tropics re-
gion near the coast. The small 
fish are Bulumay the mullet 
fish which most of the birds 
go hunting for.  The shells are 
Nautilus shells or Miya Miya 
The Eels signify the circle of 
life or the cycle of the sea-
sons in my country the wet 
and dry, Gurrabana and Gur-
raminya. They are also the ba-
bies of the rainbow serpent, 
Gudjugudju.

Darrwuy wabarra-a-galvin 

http://conference.tasa.org.au
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